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EURON is part of the Beyond Robotics initiative (http:/www.cordis.lus/ist/fetro.html) which has
recently supported three Integrated Projects:

COGNIRON (The Cognitive Robot Companion [] http://www.cogniron.org) involving 10
partners from 7 countries, with a duration of 4 years and a budget 8 M€, is aimed at
studying the perceptual, representational, reasoning and learning capabilities of embodied
robots in human-centered environments.

NEUROBOTICS (The fusion of Neuroscience and Robotics for augmenting human
capabilities [] http://www.neurobotics.info) involving 16 partners from 7 countries, plus one
partner from US and one from Japan, with a duration of 4 years and a budget of 6.7 M€, is
aimed at exploring the area of Hybrid Bionic Systems to deeply investigate the theme of
human augmentation.

[I-SWARM (Intelligent Small World Autonomous Robots for Micro-manipulation [
http:/www.i-swarm.org) involving 10 partners from 8 countries, with a duration of 4 years
and a budget of 5 M€, is aimed at investigating the technologies towards building artificial
"ant robots" which closely co-operate as a self-organizing swarm system.

EURON is organized into 4 strategic Key Areas: Research Coordination, Education, Industry,
Dissemination. Each Key-Area has a well defined agenda with an associated committee in charge
of promoting activities and events.

In addition to the traditional Summer Schools offering topical graduate education by world class
lecturers, three types of ad-hoc activities are sponsored after a competitive call twice a year:

Prospective Research Projects are expected to provide support to research within the
subject area of the Beyond Robotics initiative and be of an exploratory nature, or test
rapidly the credibility of new research ideas and concepts. They complement the research
undertaken by the Integrated Projects, bridge the gaps, consolidating the initiative and its
position at the forefront of research.

Research Ateliers are expected to gather researchers from a number of different institutions
and/or companies over a limited period of time in a single venue. The result of an atelier can
be a roadmap or a focused study of a particular topic, with a recommendation for close
cooperation with the launched Integrated Projects.

Topical Research Studies are expected to provide a very reactive and flexible funding
scheme to support the investigation of innovative ideas. The aim is to generate input to the
research roadmap or explore research issues of relevance to the Integrated Projects or the
community in general.

The EURON Board is in charge of approving the various activities. This is composed by the Key
Area Chairs, along with a number of representatives from the Member Countries.

A strategic feature of the network is to devote 30% of the activities in the new Member Countries.
The next annual meeting will be held in Warsaw in February 2005.

EURON is co-ordinated by Kungliga Tekniska Hogskolan, Sweden. The EURON Consortium
consists of more than 150 universities and companies.
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